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TRAFFIC CONGESTION IN DARTFORD: REFERENCE FROM THE 
JOINT TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

1. Summary

1.1 This report presents a reference from the Joint Transportation Board drawing the 
Cabinet’s attention to the ongoing issue of traffic congestion in the Borough, the 
implications of this for residents and businesses and asks that pressure is 
brought to bear on the relevant bodies to alleviate the situation.

2. RECOMMENDATION 

2.1 That the ongoing issue of traffic congestion in the Borough and the 
associated implications be considered and that Cabinet consider the options 
available to the Council with a view to ensuring that pressure is brought to 
bear on the relevant bodies to alleviate the situation.

3. Background and Discussion

3.1 The Joint Transportation Board at its meeting held on 6 September 2016 
[Min.No18] discussed the issue of traffic congestion across the Borough, 
principally caused by problems at the Dartford River Crossing.  

3.2 The Board was informed that both Officers and Members had met with 
various regulatory bodies on a number of occasions but that despite the 
introduction, (and proposed introduction) of a number of measures designed 
to ameliorate traffic problems the Borough is still being reduced to a standstill 
on a regular basis.

3.3 It was also noted that the Kent Police Service did not consider it financially 
viable to enforce traffic restrictions and directions including yellow box 
junctions  which were felt by many could ease the flow of traffic during periods 
of congestion.

3.4 The Board considered the following issues which were arise from and 
contribute to the congestion:

 The ongoing impact on existing local businesses, and the disincentive 
that it gives for any business considering locating in the area;

 The impact that the congestion is having on the quality of life for all 
borough residents, and in particular the poor air quality being caused 
by queueing traffic;

 The specific impact on roads and streets which are being used as “rat 
runs” by motorists trying to avoid delays, especially in more rural areas;

 The petition to Parliament organised by local residents seeking urgent 
action on the problems; and
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 The uncertainty in North Kent caused by the delay in announcing the 
location of a new lower Thames crossing. 

3.5 Arising from the discussion the Board resolved that the issue of the 
continuing traffic congestion problems in Dartford be referred to the Cabinet 
for consideration.

4. Relationship to the Corporate Plan

Not Applicable

5. Financial, legal, staffing and other implications and risk assessments

Financial Implications Expand in narrative form or say None

Legal Implications
Public Sector Equality 
Duty 
Crime and Disorder duty 

None
None

None

Staffing Implications None

Administrative Implications None 

Risk Assessment No uncertainties and/or constraints

6. Details of Exempt Information Category

Not applicable

7. Appendices

None.
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